Thomas Jefferson on Louisiana, 1802

The cession of Louisiana, and the Floridas by Spain to France, works most
sorely on the United States. On this subject the Secretary of State has
written to you fully, yet I cannot forbear recurring to it personally, so deep
is the impression it makes on my mind. It completely reverses all the
political relations of the United States, and will form a new epoch in our
political course. Of all nations of any consideration, France is the one
which, hitherto, has offered the fewest points on which we could have any
conflict of right, and the most points of a communion of interests. From
these causes, we have ever looked to her as our natural friend, as one with
which we never could have an occasion of difference. Her growth, therefore,
we viewed as our own, her misfortunes ours. There is on the globe one
single spot, the possessor of which is our natural and habitual enemy. it
is New Orieans, through which the produce of three-eighths of our territory
must pass to market, and from its fertility it will ere long yield more than
haif of our whole produce, and contain more than half of our inhabitants.
France, placing herself in that door, assumes to us the attitude of defiance.
Spain might have retained it quietly for years. Her pacific dispositions, her
feeble state, would induce her to increase our facilities there, so that her
possession of the place would be hardly felt by us, and it would not, perhaps,
be very long before some circumstance might arise, which might make the
cession of it to us the price of something of more worth to her. Not so
can it ever be in the hands of France: the impetuosity of her temper, the
energy and restlessness of her character, placed in a point of eternal friction
with us, and our character, which, though quiet and loving peace and the
pursuit of wealth, is high-minded, despising wealth in competition with
insult or injury, enterprising and energetic as any nation on earth; these
circumstances render it impossible that France and the United States can
continue long friends, when they meet in so irritable a position. They, as
well as we, must be blind if they do not see this; and we must be very
improvident if we do not begin to make arrangements on that hypothesis.
The day that France takes possession of New Orleans, fixes the sentence
which is to restrain her forever within her low-water mark. It seals the
union of two nations, who, in conjunction, can maintain exclusive possession
of the ocean. From that moment, we must marry ourselves to the British
fleet and nation. We must turn all our attention to a maritime force, for
which our resources place us on very high ground; and having formed and
connected together a power which may render reinforcement of her settlements
here impossible to France, make the first cannon which shall be fired in
Europe the signal for the tearing up any settlement she may have made,
and for holding the two continents of America in sequestration for the
common purposes of the United British and American nations. This is not




a state of things we seek or desire. It is one which this measure, if adopted
by France, forces on us as necessarily, as any other cause, by the laws of
nature, brings on its necessary effect. It is not from a fear of France that
we deprecate this measure proposed by her. For however greater her force
is than ours, compared in the abstract, it is nothing in comparison of ours,
when to be exerted on our soil. But it is from a sincere love of peace, and
a firm persuasion, that bound to France by the interests and the strong
sympathies still existing in the minds of our citizens, and holding relative
positions which insurg their continuance, we are secure of a long course
of peace. Whereas, the change of friends, which will be rendered necessary
if France changes that position, embarks us necessarily as a belligerent
wer in the first war of Europe. [ ars
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Napo edn onaparte on the Sale of Louisiana, 1803
I know the full value of Louisiana, and I have been desirous of repairing
the fault of the French negotiator who abandoned it in 1763. A few lines
of a treaty have restored it to me, and I have scarcely recovered it when
I must expect to lose it. But if it escapes from me, it shall one day cost
dearer to those who oblige me to strip myself of it than to those to whom
I wish to deliver it. The English have successively taken from France,
Canada, Cape Breton, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and the richest portions
of Asia. They are engaged in exciting troubles in St. Domingo. They shall
not have the Mississippi which they covet. Louisiana is nothing in comparison
with their conquests in all parts of the globe, and yet the jealousy they feel
at the restoration of this colony to the sovereignty of France, acquaints
me with their wish to take possession of it, and it is thus that they will
begin the war.

They have twenty ships of war in the Gulf of Mexico, they sail over
those seas as sovereigns, whilst our affairs in St. Domingo have been
growing worse every day since the death of [French General Victor Emmanuel]
Leclerc [in Santo Domingo]. The conquest of Louisiana would be easy, if
they only took the trouble to make a descent there. I have not a moment
to lose in putting it out of their reach. I know not whether they are not
already there. It is their usual course, and if I had been in their place, 1
would not have waited. 1 wish, if there is still time, to take from them any
idea that they may have of ever possessing that colony. I think of ceding
it to the United States. I can scarcely say that I cede it to them, for it is
not yet in our possession. If, however, 1 leave the least time to our enemies,
1 shall only transmit an empty title to those republicans whose friendship
I seek. They only ask of me one town in Louisiana, but I already consider
the colony as entirely iost, and it appears to me that in the hands of this
growing power, it will be more useful to the policy and even to the commerce
of France, than if I should attempt to keep it. . . .

Irresolution and deliberation are no longer in season. I renounce Louisiana.
It is not only New Orleans that I will cede, it is the whole colony without
any reservation. I know the price of what I abandon, and I have sufficiently
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proved the importance that I attach to this province, since my first diplomatic
act with Spain had for its object the recovery of it. I renounce it with the
greatest regret. To attempt obstinately to retain it would be folly. I direct
you to negotiate this affair with the envoys of the United States. Do not
even await the arrival of Mr. Monroe: have an interview this very day with
Mr.. Livingston; but I require a great deal of money for this war, and |
would not like to commence it with new contributions. For a hundred years
France and Spain have been incurring expenses for improvements in Lou-
isiana, for which jts trade has never indemnified them. Large sums, which
will never be returned to the treasury, have been lent to companies and
to agriculturists. The price of all these things is justly due to us. If I should
regulate my terms, according to the value of these vast regions to the
United States, the indemnity would have no limits. I will be moderate, in
consideration of the necessity in which I am of making a sale. But keep
this to yourself. I want fifty millions [about $9,375,000] and for less than
that sum I will not treat. . . .

Perhaps it will also be objected to me, that the Americans may be found
too powerful for Europe in. two or three centuries; but my foresight does
not embrace such remote fears. Besides, we may hereafter expect rivalries
among the members of the Union. The confederations, that are called

| perpetual, only last till one of the contracting parties finds it to its interest
to break them, and it is to prevent the danger, to which the colossal power
of England exposes us, that I would provide a remedy. . . .
This accession of territory . . . strengthens for ever the power of the
- nited States; and I have just given to England a maritime rival, that will
ooner or later humble her pride.

Robert R. Livingston on the Paris Negotiations, 1803

I have just come from the Minister of the Treasury. Our conversation was
s0 important, that I think it necessary to write it, while the impressions
are strong upon my mind; and the rather, as I fear I shall not have time
to copy and send this letter, if I defer it till morning.

By my letter of yesterday, you learned that the Minister had asked me
whether I would agree to purchase Louisiana, &c¢. On the 12th, I called
upon him to press this matter further. He then thought proper to declare
that his proposition was only personal, but still requested me to make an
offer; and, upon declining to do so, as I expected Mr. Monroe the next
day, he shrugged up his shoulders, and changed the conversation. Not
willing, however, to lose sight of it, I told him I had been long endeavoring
to bring him to some point; but, unfortunately, without effect; that T wished
merely to have the negotiation opened by any proposition on his part; and,
with that view, had written him a note which contained that request, grounded
upon my apprehension of the consequence of sending General Bernadotte
without enabling him to say a treaty was begun. He told me he would
answer my note, but that he must do it evasively, because Louisiana was
not theirs. 1 smiled at this assertion, and told him I had seen the treaty




